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National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Conference
June 29-July 2, 1998

INTRODUCTION

The National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Conference (NELAC) held its Fourth Annual
Meeting, NELAC IV, June 29 - July 2, 1998 at the Omni Hotel in San Antonio, TX.  The meeting was co-
sponsored by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Texas Natural Resource
Conservation Commission (TNRCC).  Approximately 320 individuals participated.

The meeting opened with a plenary session in which perspectives on NELAC and the National
Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (NELAP) were reviewed.  The keynote speaker was Mr.
Timothy Fields, Jr., Acting Administrator of EPA’s Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response.  Final
committee sessions in preparation for voting were then held, followed by plenary sessions in which
committee reports on their progress and revisions proposed to the NELAC standards were presented to
participants.  During the voting session, all revisions to the Standards were adopted by the Conference as
proposed in committee sessions and floor amendments by more than a 90% majority.  The Meeting
concluded with overviews of the outcomes of the Meeting and a vision for the future of NELAC.  The
Environmental Laboratory Advisory Board (ELAB) also met in conjunction with NELAC IV.

Participants received conference materials at check-in which included a detailed schedule of meeting events
and a copy of proposed changes to the NELAC Standards.  The On-site Assessment Committee supplied a
draft of the “NELAP On-site Assessment Assessor Training Manual” and a “Strategy for Checklist
Development”. Other materials were a list of pre-registered participants, a NELAC directory of the Board
and committees, a summary of the rotation of NELAC members, a summary of voting procedures, a
nomination form for NELAC committees or ELAB, a survey from the Membership and Outreach
Committee, and a meeting evaluation form.

Registrants included 25 representatives of local or county government, 110 representatives of State and
Territorial government, 50 representatives of EPA's Headquarters programs and Regional offices, and 30
representatives of other Federal government organizations.  In the private sector, there were 55
representatives from environmental testing laboratories, 5 representatives from laboratory accreditation
organizations, and 20from industry.  Other groups attending included consultants, academia, and
environmental interest groups.

OPENING PLENARY SESSION

The Fourth NELAC Annual Meeting was opened by Ms. Jeanne Mourrain, NELAC Director, welcoming
participants.  She announced that a camera man would be capturing video clips of selected committee
meetings and would interview participants.  This material will be assembled in a NELAC video, which will
be available in near the future. 

Ms. Mourrain introduced Ms. Carol Batterton, Chair of the NELAC Board of Directors, and thanked her
for hosting the annual meeting for the second time.  Other Board members present were Dr. Charles
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Hartwig (Past Chair, retiring), Dr. Ken Jackson (Chair-elect), Ms. Betsy Dutrow (Executive Secretary),
Dr. Charles Brokopp, Dr. Ronald Cada, Dr. Marcia Davies, Ms. Barbara Finazzo, Dr. Gary King, and Dr.
James Pearson.  Ms. Mourrain then introduced each of the Committee Chairs.

Ms. Batterton introduced Mr. John Baker, Commissioner of TNRCC and an appointed representative to
NELAC, who welcomed participants to Texas.  He commented on the environmental diversity of his State
and noted the challenges as the next century approaches.  Population is projected to double, and will be
more sophisticated.  He said that the current system of environmental regulation has been successful. 
Water and air quality are better than 20 years ago, but it must change to meet future needs.  It must be
more flexible, not  more prescriptive.  There is need for good analytical information as a basis for decision-
making.  Mr. Baker expressed his surprise that so little attention goes into assuring credible data, when so
much money is spent on taking samples.  In closing , Mr. Baker said that he anticipates many laboratories
will want NELAP accreditation because it provides high quality assurance at a relatively low cost to
become accredited.

In her remarks, Ms. Batterton reviewed some of the accomplishments of NELAC in the previous year.  The
NELAC Standards were fully adopted at NELAC III in July, 1997.  Application forms for State
accrediting authorities were available on the NELAC web site in October, 1997.  The closing date for
accepting applications was extended to January 31, 1998.  Original expectations were that from five to six
applications would be received and the first accrediting authorities would be approved by this meeting.  The
response was four times what was expected with 20 State programs (19 States) submitting applications. 
EPA regional offices, in coordination with volunteer State assessors, have begun conducting technical
reviews of applications and have begun assessments of States’ programs.  The bad news is that the original
schedule has slipped, but the good news is that it is because NELAP had so many more applications than
expected.

Ms. Batterton recognized people who have made significant contributions this year to the implementation
process.  Ms. Barbara Finazzo of EPA Region 2 has been instrumental in coordinating the EPA Regional
offices’ role in the review and assessment process.  After the NELAP program office was placed under the
Quality Assurance Division this past year, Ms. Nancy Wentworth, as its Director,  has provided much
needed support to NELAP in the form of resources and personnel.  Ms. Jeanne Mourrain, NELAC
Director, was recognized as playing an essential role in developing and organizing the implementation
process.  Finally, the support of Mr. Dan Bivins and the Office of Air was recognized in their support of
the development of the NELAC video.  Ms. Batterton also noted that there are many other State, Federal,
and private sector people who have also contributed to implementation efforts

At last year’s meeting, the Ad Hoc Transition Committee recommended that all accrediting authorities be
approved simultaneously.  Ms. Batterton said that with the large number of applications, it looks like this
process will be completed and the first round of accrediting authorities will be approved in late 1998 or
early 1999.  The Ad Hoc Transition Committee also recommended that the first accrediting authorities
accredit labs simultaneously.  She said that this should occur by late 1999 or early 2000.

Ms. Batterton said that this week will conclude a year’s activities for NELAC.  The committees will
present and explain changes that will be proposed for voting on Thursday at the plenary session.  The
committee process over the past year has allowed all participants the opportunity to express opinions.  The
proposed changes represent the committee’s recommendation based on this input.  She reminded
participants that the majority of changes being proposed for voting were posted on the Internet at least a
month ago.  There may be minor adjustments made during the course of the week, but the process is not set
up to accommodate any major new issues during this meeting.
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Ms. Batterton noted that there are still, and always will be, issues to be resolved by the participants.  The
fact that NELAC exists is something of which we can all be proud.  It is an unprecedented cooperative
effort between the States, EPA, other federal agencies, and the private sector to solve a common problem.

Mr. Ted Coopwood, a previous Executive Secretary for NELAC, addressed tribal participation in NELAC. 
From 570 tribal governments, approximately 300-400 people attend the tribal operation council meetings. 
Among the issues discussed are air, water, and laboratories.  Mr. Coopwood said that the tribes are really
not familiar with NELAC and he suggested that a change in communication strategy may be in order.  He
suggested that the initial step is to identify interested tribes.  Mr. Coopwood presented a proposed process
for involving the tribes in NELAC, by gathering basic information, not working from assumptions.

Ms. Betsy Dutrow, present NELAC Executive Secretary, discussed conference participation and reviewed
the voting process.  She pointed out that there is an insert in the package of conference materials, which
summarized the procedure for voting at NELAC IV.

Keynote Address
Ms. Mourrain introduced the keynote speaker, Mr. Timothy Fields, Jr., Acting Assistant Administrator of
EPA’s Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response (OSWER).  Mr. Fields expressed his pleasure at
working with an organization sharing so many common goals and interests, and in which there has been
true collaboration in moving towards those goals.  He said that OSWER and all of EPA strongly support
NELAC, since there are many benefits to a national laboratory accreditation program, including: improving
the quality of environmental monitoring data and environmental monitoring programs, reducing the burden
on the laboratory community from multiple accreditation events, and bringing consistency to laboratory
auditing approaches.

Mr. Fields said that OSWER hopes to be able to rely on NELAC’s accreditation program as a measure of
a laboratory’s basic capability rather than develop a lab accreditation program specific to OSWER
programs and regulations.  Hence, OSWER plans to continue collaborating with NELAC to refine and
improve the standards so that NELAC can be the accreditation program that all of EPA’s programs can
rely on.

Mr. Fields noted that OSWER urges NELAC to supplement the current standards with options to meet
their need for a performance based approach in the next generation of NELAC standards.  Once the
appropriate level of flexibility is included in the NELAC standards, Mr. Fields said that he looks forward
to developing a national policy directive that mandates waste programs to rely on properly accredited
laboratories, including those accredited by NELAC.

In closing, Mr. Fields said that he believed much common ground has been achieved and that through
continued collaboration, a national accreditation program can be achieved that serves a wide variety of
environmental programs and represents a great stride in cost-efficiency and improved data quality for our
environmental programs.  He offered congratulations on the tremendous progress made towards a national
accreditation program.

Closing Comments
Dr. Ken Jackson, NELAC Chair-elect, told a story about his experience in the Committee on National
Accreditation of Environmental Laboratories (CNAEL) and shared his thoughts on the future of NELAC. 
He said that CNAEL operated on three principles: cooperation, compromise, and that no existing
accreditation program (State or Federal) would be expected to reduce its standards.  Dr. Jackson said that it
is the same for NELAC.  If we operate under those three principles, then we can move forward
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successfully.  NELAC is in reasonably good shape, but the job is not completed.  We must work toward the
goal of meeting the rigor of State and EPA Regional programs and we must meet the needs of PBMS.

COMMITTEE WORKING SESSIONS

For two days following the opening plenary session, concurrent working sessions were held for all 13
standing, administrative, and ad hoc committees.  Progress made by each committee, as well as principal
unresolved issues (and time frames for addressing them) were presented in the closing plenary sessions.  In
keeping with the goals established for national NELAC meetings, all working sessions were of an open-
forum format in which all participants were encouraged to participate.

Program Policy & Structure — Chair:  Ms. Pauline Bouchard
NELAC Bylaws mandate a formal proposal one year in advance of voting for the creation or dissolution of
standing committees.  The committee made a formal proposal to create a Field Measurement and Sampling
Committee, to be voted on at NELAC V. The committee also proposed the dissolution of the Program
Policy & Structure Committee, to be voted on at NELAC V.  However, further discussion will take place
throughout the coming year to determine if there is a continuing need for the committee.

The committee’s voting agenda contains minor editorial changes to the Constitution and Bylaws and to
Chapter 1.  One change is the deletion of the reference to the creation of a standing committee for Field
Measurements and Sampling (since this violated the one-year rule).  The committee also defined the word
“day” to mean “calendar day”, since “working days” have multiple definitions.

Future plans of the committee include refinement of the glossary.  The Program Policy and Structure
Committee needs input from all the committees to reflect use of consistent definitions.  The committee also
intends to prepare a Model Scope of Accreditation, form a subcommittee to develop a proposal to deal with
State agriculture laboratories, and work with the Quality Systems Committee to address the “small lab”
issues.

Proficiency Testing — Chair: Ms. Anne Rhyne
The committee has added Interim Standards into Section 2.0.  This text incorporates the NIST program and
recognizes that there will be accredited providers.  The interim standards ensure that primary accrediting
authorities accept for purposes of NELAC, all NIST/NVLAP accreditations, and continue status quo for
all other programs and compounds for which NIST/NVLAP accreditation is not currently available. 
Another addition was a reference to the USEPA’s “National Standards” for water proficiency testing
studies.  The committee will continue to coordinate with NIST to ensure compatibility between standards,
and they intend to request that NIST’s scope of accreditation be expanded to include additional analytes. 
One unresolved issue is the differences between B.1.2 and NIST standards regarding the acceptable range
of a provider’s QC check.  The committee intends to continue development of Appendices F, G, and H and
hope to have first drafts ready by the next interim meeting.

On-site Assessment — Chair:  Mr. Wayne Davis
There has been overall acceptance of the revised draft Laboratory Onsite Assessor Training Manual.  The
committee asks for written comments on the manual by 9/30/98; they plan to finalize the manual based on
those comments by 12/1/98.  The committee will continue to develop laboratory assessment checklists and
develop scope and content of the technical training courses for the laboratory assessors. It is unresolved
whether to include “regulatory issues” in the basic laboratory assessor training.  The committee has
reached a general consensus regarding transition to quality systems/PBMS based assessments.  However
the committee awaits the consensus EPA position and timeline regarding PBMS.
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Accreditation Process — Chair:  Ms. Margaret Prevost
Highlights of the committee discussion were the “Grandfather Clause” and mobile laboratories. The
committee clarified that the technical director could be “grandfathered in” and that all technical expertise
does not have to be in one person.  The committee also clarified when a laboratory is truly a separate site,
and when it is simply an extension of a parent laboratory.  The committee will seek input from all
stakeholders on the standard and they intend to harmonize Chapter 4 with other standards.  The committee
also intends to further clarify the proper use of the NELAC insignia and logo.

Quality Systems — Chair:  Ms. Sylvia Labie
Ms. Labie announced that the new committee Chair will be Mr. Joe Slayton.  She will no longer be Chair
of the committee because she is joining the NELAC Board of Directors.  She said that the goals of the
committee were to anticipate implementation (ensure auditability), address EPA concerns (flexibility), and
ensure consistency in the manner in which laboratories are accredited and audited.  The committee refined
and clarified the language of the standard (managerial review, document training, sample receipt
documents, and removed “where applicable”).  The committee also has made a commitment to ensure
consistency with PBMS.  The committee intends to solicit suggestions for calibration and method detection
limit, and resolve issues regarding spiking and multi-component methods.  By January of 1999 the
committee intends to propose revisions for calibration, method detection limit, and air.   The committee also
intends to address interpretation problems regarding medium vs. matrix and method blanks.

Accrediting Authority — Chair:  Mr. John Anderson
The substantive issue for the committee was consistency and uniformity of NELAP assessments of
accrediting authority applications for NELAP recognition.  The proposed changes for vote are as printed in
the bound copy received by each participant at check-in, except for Section 6.9.1.  The section does not
change except for the addition of 6.9.1(d) regarding assessment team training.  Also, the committee
recommended that the term “contractors” be used in place of “subcontractors”.  Future plans of the
committee are to move Section 6.8 to Chapter 4 (Section 4.6.2), improve definitions (audit vs. assessment),
refine Section 6.9 regarding assessment team member qualifications, and discuss applicability of ISO
Guide 61 to NELAP.

Implementation — Chair:  Dr. Carl Kircher
The committee presented an expanded model for administrative rule.  Both the long and short version of the
model are available on the NELAC Web Site.  Comments are being received on the expanded version and
will be addressed by the committee.  The committee will review changes to Chapter 2 and 4 and decide on
revisions to the model text by 10/1/98.   They also plan to develop a qualitative cost/benefit analysis and
assist in addressing the Indian Tribal Nations Issue.  The committee presented EPA’s regulatory agenda
which included issues of PBMS, EPA 1664, and Test methods for drinking water testing.  The committee
will report the EPA regulatory agenda for October 1998 by 1/99. The committee also discovered potential
changes to ISO Guide 25 and pointed out that the ISO 17025 Standard will be issued soon.  The committee
will assess impacts of ISO 25 on Chapter 5.  Finally, the committee also changed the committee’s name to
the “Regulatory Coordination Committee.”

Conference Management — Chair:  Ms. Marion Kelly Thompson
Ms. Nancy Wentworth presented the results of the committee meetings in the absence of its chair, Ms.
Thompson due to a personal injury.  The committee will work with the incoming Chair, Dr. Kenneth
Jackson on needs for NELAC V which is scheduled to be held in Saratoga Springs, NY next June.  The
committee will also work with incoming Chair-elect (Dr. James Pearson) on needs for NELAC VI which
will be held in Virginia.  The committee plans to continue its search for co-sponsors for future meetings. 
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For this, the committee hopes to develop criteria for co-sponsors by 8/31/98.  Lastly, the committee will set
up meetings with AIHA, AWWA, and other interested parties for future meetings by 7/31/98.

Membership and Outreach — Chair:  Dr. Irene Ronning
This committee’s charge is to spread the word of NELAC.  The committee hopes to deal with some
unresolved issues including the revision of the Membership and Outreach Committee’s duties in Bylaws
Article VI, Section 2.B.3 and Chapter 1 (1.6.5.2.3) by deleting activities the committee does not perform,
for example, the maintenance of a representative roster and checking committee member credentials.  The
committee will submit recommended language to the Program, Policy and Structure Committee on the
Bylaws, and Chapter 1.

The Membership and Outreach Committee and the Implementation Committee met to discuss the Board’s
recommendation that the committees merge.  It was agreed that the two committees should not merge at the
present time, but will work more closely in the future.

The committee announced a new, more user-friendly NELAC Web Page; the URL is
“http://www.epa.gov/ttn/nelac/”.  The committee continues to work on the Web Site and should be
contacted with any suggestions.  Plans for Web Site additions include: presentations/speaker notes which
are easily downloaded, updated NELAC flyers (also for hard copy distribution), and a FAQ section
(created by screening questions received by NELAC committees).

Other future plans of the committee are to continue soliciting names of individuals interested in serving on
NELAC committees and develop a list of potential nominees for use by the committee chairs; continue
collecting names of journals and Web sites in which to place NELAC announcements; and identify
potential speakers for each State and create a database of this information.

Nominating — Chair:  Dr. Charles Hartwig
Dr Hartwig moved that the nominees to the NELAC Board of Directors listed below be accepted by
acclamation.  All three nominees were accepted.  The proposed members-at-large are Ms. Sylvia Labie
from the State or Florida, and Ms. Jacqueline Sample of the Department of Defense.  The proposed Chair-
elect is Dr. James Pearson from the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Transition — Chair:  Dr. Charles Brokopp
Unresolved issues including clarifying the effective date of NELAC Standards.  The committee also was
encouraged to collect information on laboratories’ intent to request NELAP accreditation.  The committee
is creating a time line for accrediting authority approvals which should be completed by 11/1/98.  The time
line to notify laboratories when accrediting authorities are approved is now set for 12/1/98.  The committee
addressed most of the recommendations from the interim meeting by sending them to the Accrediting
Authority Committee which deals with Chapter 6 . Most of these recommendations have already been
incorporated.

Field Measurements and Sampling — Chair:  Dr. Barton Simmons
A straw vote was taken on making this committee a standing committee:  the majority of participants in this
session  would approve this as a voting issue at NELAC IV.  Also, the name of the committee may be
changed to the “Field Activities Committee,” which would involve more organizations in standards
development.

There was discussion of separating field measurements from sampling.  The committee plans to submit a
paper on sampling standards to the NELAC Board of Directors.  They also want the Board to revise the
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charge on how to proceed in field measurements and sampling.  The vote to make this committee a standing
committee is planned for NELAC V.

National Database — Chair:  Mr. Matthew Caruso
The committee requested input from the NELAC participants: frequently asked questions and functionality
sought.  The committee also provided information on the ongoing design work with the EPA software
contractor.  The committee is dealing with some unresolved issues which include: mechanisms and
frequency of national database updates, how to get data from accrediting authorities into the database,
whether the database should include noncommercial NELAC laboratories, and which laboratories should
be included.

The committee has already designed an interim database for accrediting authorities.  The prototype of a
national database for FAQs and functions identified to date has been completed.  The future plans of this
committee are to post a questionnaire on the NELAC Web Site to solicit FAQs and functionality desired
but not yet identified by 9/15/98.  Until this happens participants can e-mail Mr. Caruso at
caruso@wadsworth.com.

CLOSING PLENARY SESSION

Ms. Carol Batterton, chair of the NELAC Board of Directors, convened the closing plenary sessions.  Each
committee Chair presented a brief activity report for the committee (summarized above).  Changes to the
NELAC Standards were presented in the first segment.  Administrative and ad hoc committee Chairs
summarized their activities in the second segment.  These committee summary reports included the
highlights of discussions in the committee sessions, an itemization of unresolved issues, future plans, and
timetables for completion of those plans.

Ms. Wentworth presented awards to NELAC Committee and Board members.  The Board selected one
committee for special recognition for their efforts over the past year.  This year the Proficiency Testing
committee received the award which was accepted by Ms. Anne Rhyne, Chair of the Proficiency Testing
Committee.  Ms. Wentworth also acknowledged each of the committee members and presented an EPA
“on-the-spot” award to Ms. Elizabeth Dutrow for her work in facilitating recent meetings of the Proficiency
Testing Committee.  Dr. Charles Hartwig, retiring NELAC Past Chair, was recognized for his pioneering
efforts in developing the vision for NELAC.  Mr. Ivan DeLoatch, of EPA’s Office of the Administrator,
was presented a plaque inappreciation of his support and assistance to NELAC.

VOTING SESSION

Ms. Batterton opened the voting session with a review of the rules for NELAC participants.  Mr. Jerry Parr
presented the ELAB recommendation that members vote for the NELAC Standards in their entirety. 
Voting issues are summarized below: the detailed voting record follows as an attachment.

Constitution and Bylaws and Chapter One
Ms. Pauline Bouchard, Chair of the Program Policy and Structure Committee, introduced the voting issue
for the Constitution and Bylaws, and Chapter 1.  Ms. Bouchard moved the adoption of all the changes
proposed for the Constitution and Bylaws, and Chapter 1 of the NELAC Standards.  She stressed the
proposed change of defining “day” as “calendar day.”  There was no discussion on this motion.
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Vote 1: changes to the Constitution and Bylaws and Chapter 1 proposed by the committee.  The
vote was passed.

Chapter 2
Ms. Anne Rhyne, Chair of the Proficiency Testing Committee, presented the voting issues for Chapter 2. 
Ms. Rhyne noted that there was a list of proposed revisions which were not included in the June 30th copy
of the NELAC Standards. Section A.9.2(b) and (c) were inadvertently deleted.  She also requested that
Appendix E be approved in its entirety.  

• Mr. Mike Sodano from the State of Maine moved that the Committee consider amending the
language in Appendix E.3.1 to read,  “Passing shall be considered as nine out of ten samples
having acceptable results and no false positives.”  The committee had proposed to change the
wording to be ten out of ten samples.  The proposed amendment was approved by over a 2/3
majority.  

• Another member proposed voting separately on each Appendix of Chapter 2.  Since less than ten
Voting Members concurred the issue was dropped.  

• Another member proposed to change the wording in Section 2.7.5 to read, “If a laboratory fails a
second study out of the most recent three, the accrediting authority shall take action within 60
calendar days to determine the laboratory’s accreditation status pursuant to Chapter 4.4.2.”  This
language was agreed upon by the committee.

Vote 2: entire Chapter 2 and Appendices A through E, including the amendment and other changes. 
The vote was passed.

Chapter 3
Mr. R. Wayne Davis, chair of the On-site Assessment committee introduced the chapter on Onsite
Assessment.  All sections of Chapter 3 were included in the voting issue including changes in the
registration packet and June 30th Standard and additional changes in Section 3.7.4 (Release of Report). 
The phrase “and information related to national security,” was added so this section would be consistent
with Section 3.4.6. 

Vote 3: all changes proposed to Chapter 3.  The vote was passed.

Chapter 4
Ms. Margaret Prevost introduced the voting items for Chapter 4, Accreditation Process.  These changes
were itemized in the registration packet and from committee sessions at this meeting.

Vote 4: changes proposed to Sections 4.1.1 and 4.1.1.1.  The vote was passed.

Vote 5: changes on “Mobile Laboratories” (Section 4.1.2.a), “Use of NELAC Accreditation” (Section
4.6.2) and “Clarifications” in the chapter.  The vote was passed.

Chapter 5
Ms. Sylvia Labie introduced the voting agenda for Chapter 5, Quality Systems.  Changes included those 
itemized in the registration packet and developed from committee sessions at this meeting.

Vote 6: all the proposed changes to Chapter 5, Quality Systems.  The vote was passed.

Chapter 6
Mr. John Anderson introduced Chapter 6, Accrediting Authority Committee’s voting issues.  These
included proposed changes to the chapter and minor editorial changes in Section 6.3.3.1.2(b) regarding the
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use of contractors versus subcontractors.  During discussion, the committee accepted the suggested
following wording, which was suggested to clarify section 6.9.1:

“The NELAP assessment team shall:
1) have at least one member of the NELAP assessment team who meets the education,

experience, and training requirements for the laboratory assessors specified in the NELAC
standards Chapter three, On-Site Assessment; and

2) have another member with experience that includes at least one of the follow:...”

Vote 7: proposed changes, excepting section 6.9.1.  The vote was passed.

Vote 8: proposed changes to Section 6.9.1 with a new section (d) on assessment team training added.

This concluded the voting session. Ms. Batterton and Ms. Mourrain thanked everyone for their active
participation in this meeting and TNRCC and RTI staff for their help.

Ms. Batterton reminded participants  that the Fourth NELAC Interim Meeting is scheduled for January 11-
14, 1999 in Bethesda, MD.  She then introduced Dr. Kenneth Jackson, the incoming Chair.  Dr. Jackson
spoke about next year’s annual meeting.  Ms. Batterton concluded the meeting with an expression of
appreciation to Ms. Ramona Trovato for her sustained support of NELAC.  She then declared the meeting
adjourned.



NELAC IV Voting Report 1 July 2, 1998

NELAC IV Voting Summary
July 2, 1998

* Abstentions recorded to assure that a quorum exists for each vote.  Calculation of  “%Yea” only includes votes
cast as “Yea” or “Nay”.

REPRESENTATIVES DELEGATES
Vote 
No. 
(b) ISSUE

%
Yea Yea Nay Abst*

%
Yea Yea Nay Abst*

1

All proposed changes to:
a) Constitution & Bylaws, and
b) Chapter One 98% 57 1 0 100% 74 0 4

2

Chapter 2:
all proposed changes, including accepted amendment 
and rewording 93% 52 4 0 93% 70 5 2

3

Chapter 3:
all proposed changes

98% 56 1 1 97% 74 2 1

4

Chapter 4:
changes proposed in section 4.1.1 (grandfather clause) 
and 4.1.1.1 (technical director definition & qualifications 89% 47 6 1 90% 63 7 2

5

Chapter 4:
changes proposed in 4.1.2a (mobile laboratories), 4.6.2 
(use of NELAC accreditation), and clarifications 95% 53 3 0 100% 74 0 0

6

Chapter 5:
all proposed changes

98% 53 1 0 97% 68 2 3

7

Chapter 6:
all proposed changes, excepting 6.9.1

98% 54 1 0 100% 71 0 3

8

Chapter 6:
section 6.9.1 (NELAP Assessment Team)

98% 54 1 0 100% 70 0 4
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NELAC IV Representativesa Voting Record
July 2, 1998

Vote No. (b) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
AL
AK y y y y y y y
AZ n n n n n n n n
AR
AS (c)
CA y y y y y y y y
CO y y y y y y y y
CT y y
DE y y y y y y y y
FL
GA y y y y y y y y
GU (c) y y y y y y y y
HI
ID
IL y y y y y y y y
IN y y y n y y y y
IA y y y y y y y y
KS y y y y y y y
KY y y y y y y y y
LA y y y y y y y y
ME y y y y y y y y
MD y y y y y y y
MA y y y y y y y
MI y y y y y y y y
MN y y y y y y y y
MS
MO y y y n y y y y
MT
NE
NV y y y y y y y y
NH y y y y n y y y
NJ y y y n y y y
NM y n y y y y y y
NY y y y y y y y y
NC y y y y y y y y
ND
MP (c) y y y y y y y y
OH y y y y y y y y
OK y y y y y y y y
OR y y y y y y y y
PA y y y y y y y y
PR (c) y y y y y y y y
RI
SC y y y y y y y y
SD
TN
TX y y y y y y y y
UT y y y y y y y y
VT y y y y y y y y
VA y y y y y y y y
VI (c)
WA y y y y y y y y
wDC
WV
WI y y y y y y y y
WY

a See list of Representatives and Alternates, following
b See Voting Summary, page 1
c U.S. Territories: American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands
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NELAC IV Representativesa Voting Record
July 2, 1998

Vote No. (b) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
DOA y y y y
DOC y y y y y
DOD y y y y y y y y
DOE y y y y y y y y
DOI
DHHS
NRC
R1 y y y y y y y
R2 y y y y y y y y
R3 y y y n y y y y
R4 y y y n y y y y
R5 y n y n y y y y
R6 y n y y y y y
R7 y y y y y y y y
R8 y y y
R9 y y y y y y y y
R10 y y y y y y y y
OSWER y y y y y y y
OAR y y y y y y y y
ORD y y y y y y y y
OW y y y y y y y
OPPTS
OECA y y y y y y y
OROSLR y y y y y y y y

a See list of Representatives and Alternates, following
b See Voting Summary, page 1
c U.S. Territories: American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands
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 Representatives and Alternates

Alabama Connecticut
Mr. E. John Williford Mr. Nicholas P. Macelletti Jr.
AL Dept. of Environmental Management CT Dept Public Health
P.O. Box 301463 P.O. Box 340308, MS #51LAB
Montgomery, AL  36130-1463 Hartford, CT  06134-0308
T: (334) 260-2700       T: (860) 509-7386
F: (334) 272-8131 F: (860) 509-7295
E: E: mace101w@wonder.em.cdc.gov

Alaska Delaware
Mr. Richard E. Barrett Dr. Sergio  Huerta    ALT
Environmental Health Lab, Dept of Environmental Conserv. DE DNREC/DWR/Env Svcs Section
500 South Alaska Street, Suite A 89 Kings Highway, P.O. Box 1401
Palmer, AK  99645 Dover, DE  19903-1401
T: (907) 745-3236       T: (302) 739-4771
F: (907) 745-8125 F: (302) 739-3491
E:dbarrett@envircon.state.ak.us E: shuerta@dnrec.state.de.us

Arizona Delaware
Dr. Barbara J. Erickson Ms Barbara O. McCleary    ALT
AZ Dept Health Svcs. DNREC/DWR/Env Svcs Section
1520 W. Adams Street 89 Kings Highway
Phoenix, AZ  85003 Dover, DE  19901-
T: (602) 542-1198       T: (302) 729-4771
F: (602) 542-1169 F: (302) 739-3491
E:bericks@hs.state.az.us E:

Arkansas Delaware
Mr. Richard  Cassat Dr. Harry W. Otto
AR Dept of Pollution Control & Ecology, Tech Svcs Branch State of Delaware - DNREC
P.O. Box 8913 89 Kings Highway
Little Rock, AR  72219-8913 Dover, DE  19901
T: (501) 682-0937       T: (302) 739-5726
F: (501) 682-0891 F: (302) 739-3491
E: E: hotto@dnrec.state.de.us

California Florida
Dr. Paul B. Kimsey Dr. Eldert C. Hartwig Jr.
CA Department of Health Services FL Dept. of Health
2151 Berkeley Way, Room 703 P.O. Box 210
Berkeley, CA  94704 Jacksonville, FL  32231
T: (510) 540-2408       T: (904) 791-1550
F: (510) 540-3075 F: (904) 791-1567
E:pkimsey@hw1.cahwnet.gov E: charles_hartwig@doh.state.fl.us

Colorado Georgia
Dr. Ronald L. Cada Mr. J. Harold Lanford
CO Dept. of Public Health and Env. GA Dept. of Natural Resources, Env Prot Div
8100 Lowry Blvd 455 14th Street, NW
Denver, CO  80220-6928 Atlanta, GA  30318-7900
T: (303) 692-3096       T: (404) 206-5269
F: (303) 344-9989 F: (404) 206-5268
E: ron.cada@state.co.us E: harold_lanford@mail.dnr.state.ga.us
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 Representatives and Alternates

Guam Kansas
Ms. Edna  Buchan Ms. Aurora  Shields
GU EPA KS Dept of Health and Environment
P.O. Box 22349 GMF Forbes Field, Building 740
Barrigada, GU  96921- Topeka, KS  66620-0001
T: (671) 475-1656       T: (785) 296-6198
F: (671) 477-9402 F: (785) 296-1641
E:ebuchan@kuentos.guam.net E: laportela@aol.com

Hawaii Kentucky
Ms. Wanda  Chang Mr. Gleason L. Wheatley
HI Department of Health KY Dept. Environmental Protection
2725 Waimano Home Road 100 Sower Blvd, Suite 104
Honolulu, HI  96782 Frankfort, KY  40601
T: (808) 453-6683       T: (502) 564-6120
F: (808) 453-6685 F: (502) 564-8930
E: E: gwheatle@mail.state.ky.us

Illinois Louisiana
Mr. John P. Anderson Mr. Louis  Johnson
IL EPA, Division of Laboratories LA DEQ
P.O. Box 19276 P.O. Box 82215
Springfield, IL  62794-9276 Baton Rouge, LA  70884-2215
T: (217) 782-6455       T: (504) 765-2953
F: (217) 524-0944 F: (504) 765-0635
E: jpanderson@epa.state.il.us E: louis_j@deq.state.la.us

Indiana Maine
Mr. Phillip R. Zillinger Mr. Michael C. Sodano    ALT
IN State Dept. of Health ME Hlth & Env Test Lab,
1330 West Michigan Street. 221 State Street Station #12
Indianapolis, IN  46202-2874 Augusta, ME  04339-0012
T: (317) 383-6201       T: (207) 287-1929
F: (317) 383-6868 F: (207) 287-6832
E:pzilling@isdh.state.in.us E: michael.c.sodano@state.me.us

Iowa Maine
Mr. Lee A. Friell    ALT Mr. John A. Krueger
University of Iowa (State) Hygienic Lab Health and Environmental Testing Laboratory
H.A. Wallace Building 900 E. Grand Avenue 12 State House Station, 221 State Street
Des Moines, IA  50319 Augusta, ME  04333-0012
T: (515) 281-5371       T: (207) 287-2727
F: (515) 243-1349 F: (207) 287-6832
E: lee-friell@uiowa.edu E: john.a.krueger@state.me.us

Iowa Maryland
Dr. George M. Breuer Ms. Marlene  Patillo
State of Iowa Hygienic Lab MD Dept of the Environment
102 Oakdale Campus, H101 OH 2500 Broening Highway
Iowa City, IA  52242-5002 Baltimore, MD  21224
T: (319) 335-4500       T: (410) 631-3510
F: (319) 335-4600 F: (410) 631-3733
E:gbreuer@uhl.uiowa.edu E:
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 Representatives and Alternates

Massachusetts N. Mariana Islands
Ms. Ann Marie Allen Ms. Kathy  Yuknavage
MA Dept. of Env. Prot. CNMI, Div. of Environmental Quality
37 Shattuck St. P.O. Box 1304 CK
Lawrence, MA  01843 Saipan, MP  96950
T: (508) 682-5237 x333  T: (670) 234-6114
F: (508) 688-0352 F: (670) 234-1003
E:ann.marie.allen@state.ma.us E: john.castro@saipan.com

Michigan Nebraska
Mr. Flint C. Watt Karyn  Kennedy
ME DEQ/Drinking Water & Radiol. Prot NE Health & Human Svcs. Reg. & Lic.
3423 N. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd/POB 30630 3701 S. 14th
Lansing, MI  48909- Lincoln, NE  68502-
T: (517) 335-9218       T: (402) 471-2122
F: (517) 335-8298 F: (402) 471-2080
E:wattf@state.mi.us E:

Minnesota Nevada
Ms. Pauline  Bouchard Mr. Jack  Ruckman
Div of Env Health, MN Dept of Health State of Nevada
121 E. Seventh Place 1475 Terminal Way, Suite D
St.Paul, MN  55164-0975 Reno, NV  89502
T: (612) 215-0710       T: (702) 688-2888
F: (612) 215-0979 F: (702) 688-2898
E:bouchp1@mdh-envh.health.state.mn.us E:

Mississippi New Hampshire
Mr. Phil  Bass Mr. Charles N. Dyer
MS Dept. of Environmental Quality NH Dept of Environmental Services
2380 Hwy 80 W PO Box 10389 6 Hazen Drive, P.O. Box 95
Jackson, MS  39289 Concord, NH  03302-0095
T: (601) 961-5143       T: (603) 271-2991
F: (601) 961-5376 F: (603) 271-2867
E:Phil_Bass@DEQ.state.ms.us E: c_dyer@des.state.nh.us

Missouri New Jersey
Mr. James H. Long Mr. Joseph F. Aiello
Dept Natural Resources, Env. Svcs. Program NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection
P.O. Box 176 9 Ewing Street,  Post Office Box 424
Jefferson City, MO  65102-0176 Trenton, NJ  08625
T: (573) 526-3344       T: (609) 292-3950
F: (573) 526-3350 F: (609) 777-1774
E: jlong@mail.state.mo.us E: jaiello@dep.state.nj.us

Montana New Mexico
Ms. Debra M Fulton Mr. Tito O. Madrid
State Env. Lab. NM Environment Dept, Field Oper.
1400 Broadway, Room 219B 1190 St. Francis Drive, Room N4050
Helena, MT  59620 Santa Fe, NM  87505
T: (406) 444-2642       T: (505) 827-2855
F: (406) 444-2617 F: (505) 827-2836
E:defulton@mt.gov E: tito_madrid@nmenv.state.nm.us
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 Representatives and Alternates

New York Pennsylvania
Dr. Kenneth W. Jackson Mr. Paul E. Baker
NY State Dept. of Health PA Dept. of Environ. Prot., Bur Labs
Wadsworth Center, P.O. Box 509 P.O. Box 1467
Albany, NY  12201-0509 Harrisburg, PA  17105-1467
T: (518) 485-5570       T: (717) 787-4669
F: (518) 485-5568 F: (717) 783-1502
E: jackson@wadsworth.org E: baker.paul@a1.dep.state.pa.us

North Carolina Puerto Rico
Mr. John C. Sheats Mr. Reynaldo Matos Jimenez
NC State Laboratory of Public Health PR Env. Quality Board
P.O. Box 28047 P.O. Box 11488
Raleigh, NC  27611-8047 Santurce, PR  00910
T: (919) 733-7834       T: (787) 721-4311
F: (919) 733-8695 F: (787) 725-0140
E: john_sheats@mail.ehnr.state.nc.us E: r-matos@sprynet.com

North Dakota Rhode Island
Mr. Erroll  Erickson Deborah  Dehmel
ND State Dept of Health, Div. of Chemistry Laboratory Licensure and Certification Program
2635 East Maine Avenue - P.O. Box 937 Division of Facilities Regulation
Bismarck, ND  58502-0937 Providence, RI  02908
T: (701) 328-5150       T: (401) 277-1182
F: (701) 328-5200 F: (401) 277-3017
E:eerickson@ranch.state.nd.us E:

Ohio South Carolina
Mr. Gerry  Ioannides Ms. Daphne  Neel
OH EPA SC DHEC, Env Svcs.
1800 WaterMark Drive P.O. Box 2202
Columbus, OH  43215-1099 Columbia, SC  29202
T: (614) 644-4247       T: (803) 935-6592
F: (614) 644-4272 F: (803) 935-7363
E: E:

Oklahoma South Dakota
Ms. Judith A. Duncan Mr. Michael  Smith
OK Dept. of Environmental Quality SD Dept. of Health Laboratories
1000 N.E. 10th Street 615 East 4th Street
Oklahoma City, OK  73112 Pierre, SD  57501
T: (405) 271-1400       T: (605) 773-3241
F: (405) 271-1317 F: (605) 773-6129
E: judy.duncan@deqmail.state.ok.us E: mikes@doh.state.sd.us

Oregon Texas
Dr. Irene E. Ronning Mr. John  Baker
OR Public Health Laboratory TNRCC
1717 S.W. 10th Avenue P.O. Box 13087
Portland, OR  97201 Austin, TX  78711-3087
T: (503) 229-5505       T: (512) 239-5510
F: (503) 229-5682 F:
E: irene_e_ronning@state.or.us E: jbaker@tnrcc.state.tx.us



NELAC IV
 Representatives and Alternates

Utah Wisconsin
Dr. Charles D. Brokopp Mr. Alfredo  Sotomayor
UT Department of Health WI Dept. Natural Resources
46 North Medical Drive, Room 207 101 S. Webster St.  Box 7921
Salt Lake City, UT  84113-1105 Madison, WI  53707
T: (801) 584-8450       T: (608) 266-9257
F: (801) 584-8486 F: (608) 267-5231
E:cbrokopp@doh.state.ut.us E: sotoma@dnr.state.wi.us

Vermont EPA/OAR
Mr. William George Mills Mr. Daniel G. Bivins
VT Dept. of Health Laboratory USEPA/OAR
195 Colchester Avenue MD-19
Burlington, VT  05402-1125 Research Triangle Park, NC  27711
T: (802) 863-7612       T: (919) 541-5244
F: (802) 863-7632 F: (919) 541-1039
E:gmills@vdhvax.vdh.state.vt.us E: bivins.dan@epamail.epa.gov

Virginia EPA/OECA
Dr. James L. Pearson Dr. David  Dull
VA Div. of Consol. Lab Services USEPA/OECA
1 North 14th Street, P.O. Box 1877 401 M Street, S.W. (2225A)
Richmond, VA  23219 Washington, DC  20460
T: (804) 786-7905       T: (202) 564-2320
F: (804) 371-7973 F: (202) 564-0028
E: jpearson@dgs.state.va.us E: dull.david@epamail.epa.gov

Washington EPA/OPPTS
Mr. Perry F. Brake    ALT Dr. Paul F. Schuda
WA Dept. of Ecology, Quality Assurance Section USEPA/OPPTS
P.O. Box 488 401 M Street, S.W. (7501C)
Manchester, WA  98467 Washington, DC  20460
T: (360) 895-4649       T: (703) 305-7102
F: (360) 895-4648 F: (703) 305-6244
E:pbra461@ecy.wa.gov E: schuda.paul@epamail.epa.gov

Washington EPA/ORD
Dr. Cliff J. Kirchmer Mr. Llew  Williams
WA State Dept. of Energy USEPA
P.O. Box 488 P.O. Box 93478
Manchester, WA  98353 Las Vegas, NV  93478-
T: (206) 895-4649       T: (702) 798-2138
F: (206) 895-4648 F: (702) 798-2692
E:ckir461@ecy.wa.gov E: williams.llewellyn@epamail.epa.gov

West Virginia EPA/OROSLR
Ms. Charlotte  Billingsley Ms. Bettina  Fletcher
WV DHHR - Office of Lab Services USEPA/ORD
167 11th Avenue 401 M Street, S.W. (H1503)
South Charleston, WV  25303 Washington, DC  20460
T: (304) 558-3530       T: (202) 260-3662
F: (304) 558-2006 F: (202) 260-9365
E: E: fletcher.bettina@epamail.epa.gov
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EPA/OSWER EPA/Region  5
Mr. Barry  Lesnik Mr. Dennis  Wesolowski
USEPA/OSW/EMRAD USEPA/Region 5
401 M Street, S.W. (MD 5307W) 77 Jackson Boulevard
Washington, DC  20460 Chicago, IL  60604
T: (703) 308-0476       T: (312) 886-1970
F: (703) 308-0509 F: (312) 886-0168
E: lesnik.barry@epamail.epa.gov E: wesolowski.dennis@epamail.epa.gov

EPA/OW EPA/Region  5
Mr. Stephen W. Clark Mr. Patrick J. Churilla    ALT
USEPA/OW USEPA/Region 5
401 M Street, S.W. (4601) 77 W. Jackson St.
Washington, DC  20460 Chicago, IL  60604
T: (202) 260-7159       T: (312) 353-6175
F: (202) 260-4383 F: (312) 886-6171
E:clark.stephen@epamail.epa.gov E: churilla.partick@epamail.epa.gov

EPA/Region  1 EPA/Region  6
Mr. Robert  Maxfield Mr. Al  Smith
USEPA/Region 1 USEPA/Region 6
New England Reg Lab, 60 Westview St 1445 Ross Ave., Suite 1200
Lexington, MA  02173 Dallas, TX  75202-2733
T: (781) 860-4640       T: (214) 665-8347
F: (781) 860-4397 F: (214) 665-8072
E:maxfield.robert@epamail.epa.gov E: smith.al@epamail.epa.gov

EPA/Region  2 EPA/Region  7
Ms. Patricia A. Sheridan Mr. Bob  Greenall
USEPA/Region 2 USEPA/Region 7
2890 Woodbridge Avenue 25 Funston Road
Edison, NJ  08837-3679 Kansas City, KS  66115
T: (732) 321-6730       T: (913) 551-5097
F: (732) 906-6824 F: (913) 551-5218
E:Sheridan-Patricia@epamail.epa.gov E: greenall.robert@epamail.epa.gov

EPA/Region  3 EPA/Region  8
Mr. Joe  Slayton Mr. Richard  Edmonds
USEPA/Region 3 USEPA/Region 8
839 Bestgate Road (3ES 20) 999 18th Street, Suite 500
Annapolis, MD  21401 Denver, CO  80202-2466
T: (410) 573-2653       T: (303) 312-7290
F: (410) 573-2702 F: (303) 312-6067
E:slayton.joe@epamail.epa.gov E: edmonds.richard@epamail.epa.gov

EPA/Region  4 EPA/Region  9
Mr. Gary K. Bennett Ms. Brenda  Bettencourt
USEPA/Region 4 USEPA/Region 9
960 College State Road 1337 S. 46th Street, Bldg. 201
Athens, GA  30605-2720 Richmond, CA  94804-4698
T: (706) 355-8551       T: (510) 412-2311
F: (706) 355-8508 F: (510) 412-2304
E:bennett.gary@epamail.epa.gov E: bettencourt.brenda@epamail.epa.gov
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EPA/Region 10 Dept. of Energy
Dr. Bruce A. Woods Mr. Stan  Morton
USEPA/Region 10 U.S. Dept of Energy,
1200 6th Avenue (DEA-095) 850 Energy Drive, MS 1225
Seattle, WA  98101 Idaho Falls, ID  83402
T: (206) 553-1193       T: (208) 526-2186
F: (206) 553-8210 F: (208) 526-5964
E:woods.bruce@epamail.epa.gov E: mortonjs@id.doe.gov

Dept. of Agriculture Dept. of Health and Human Resources
Dr. I-Pin  Ho    ALT Mr. John  Liddle
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture Centers for Disease Control & Prevention
Room 3521-South Bldg. P.O. Box 96456 4770 Buford Hwy, NE - Mailstop F-20
Washington, DC  20090-6456 Atlanta, GA  30341-3724
T: (202) 205-4993       T: (404) 488-7950
F: (202) 720-6496 F: (404) 488-4839
E: E:

Dept. of Agriculture Dept. of the Interior
Mr. Jon  McNeal Mr. Peter F. Rogerson
USDA Agricultural Marketing  Service USGS, Water Quality Lab
14th & Independence Ave., SW 5293 Ward Road
Washington, DC  20250 Arvada, CO  80002
T: (202) 690-0535       T: (303) 236-1870 x318
F: (202) 720-1484 F: (303) 236-1880
E: jon_e.mcneal@usda.gov E: rogerson@usgs.gov

Dept. of Commerce Dept. of the Interior
Ms. Reenie M. Parris    ALT Mr. Thomas J. Maloney    ALT
NIST - Analytical Chemistry Div. USGS National Water Quality Lab
222-B158 5293 Ward Road
Gaithersburg, MD  20899 Arvada, CO  80002
T: (301) 975-3103       T: (303) 467-8041
F: (301) 926-8671 F: (303) 467-8240
E:Reenie.Parris@NIST.gov E: tmaloney@usgs.gov

Dept. of Commerce Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Dr. Willie  May Mr. John T Buckley
NIST - Analytical Chemistry Div. Division of Waste Mgmt.
2221 B158 U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Gaithersburg, MD  20899 Washington, DC  20555-
T: (301) 975-3108       T: (301) 415-6607
F: (301) 963-8671 F: (301) 415-5398
E:willie.may@nist.gov E: jtb@nrc.gov

Dept. of Defense
Ms. Maude J. Bullock
Dept of the Navy, Naval Ops, Env Prot
2211 S. Clark Place, Rm 644
Arlington, VA  22244-5108
T: (703) 602-1738
F: (703) 602-5547
E:bullockm@n4.opnav.navy.mil


